    ENGLISH  LANGUAGE. 

Topic :  ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY. 

MEANING  OF  ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY.
             An argumentative essay is an essay in which you argue in order to convince. It is an attempt to persuade the reader to accept a point of view. It requires that you weigh an issue that has two sides and give your opinion either for or against a topic called (motion). 

SAMPLES ON HOW TO START AN ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY. 

                 Here, we shall concentrate on a debate, where you write FOR or AGAINST a motion and not on both sides. How do you start a debate? By greeting. 

 Examples :

                   Mr Chairman, Panel of Judges, Time-Keeper,  My Co-Debaters, Distinguished ladies and Gentlemen. Good afternoon. What is the second thing you do?  You tell your audience what the motion is and on which side of it you stand. 

Examples :

                  I stand before you to propose the motion which states that Examination Malpractice should be abolished in our Society. Pick on a point you think your opponent must have in support of Examination Malpractice and try to counter it. 

Examples:

                  The Chief opposer has told you that Examination Malpractice is a way of helping students to get high marks in their examination. Do we not know that, this his so called help is the cause of the production of "half baked graduates" or what others termed to be "educated illiterates" in our Society.  Next,  you explain the motion - What is Examination Malpractice? Then, give reasons why you believe that Examination Malpractice should be abolished as you have chosen. You should have at least,  three good reasons to give. 

                Then,  sum up your points to remind your listeners of the points you have raised. Use strong appealing words to make them see your point of view and agree with you. 

Examples :

                 I hope that I have been able to convince you with my well articulated points that examination malpractice should be abolished in our Society. Or with the points I have raised before you, I am left in no doubt that you agree with me that, examination malpractice should be abolished. 

                Close with two words "thank you".

MAKING AN OUTLINE FOR  AN ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY. 

1. Examination malpractice makes students to be unwilling to read. 

2. It causes injustice and unfairness. 

3. It kills students conscience. 

4. It brings about lack of confidence and courage in students. 

ARRANGEMENTS OF IDEAS IN AN OUTLINE IN A LOGICAL SEQUENCE. 

1. Examination malpractice kills students conscience. 

2. It causes injustice and unfairness. 

3. It brings about lack of confidence and courage in students. 

4. It makes students to be unwilling to read. 

WRITING AN ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY.

EXAMINATION MALPRACTICE SHOULD BE ABOLISHED IN OUR SOCIETY. 

                   Chairman,  Panel of Judges, Time-Keeper, Co-Debaters, Ladies and Gentlemen, Good Day. I am here to support the motion which states that Examination Malpractice should be abolished in our Society. When we say examination malpractice, it means academic dishonesty and academic fraud.  This means any type of cheating during examination process. It does not only refer to students but to staffs.  It has become one of the common acts in the Society today which is very wrong. People now see examination malpractice as a business opportunity most especially in secondary sectors. Everyday, students device various subtle tricks to cheat in examinations. Parents are not exempted from this practice. They encourage their children/wards in doing it. 

                   Examination malpractice kills the conscience of the person involved in it. Students and other people who aid and abet examination malpractice will be so engaged in it to the extent that they will become dishonest in all their dealings and activities. Such people will not be able to assess themselves correctly as to what they are capable of doing. They will be dishonest in whatever they do because,  they don't believe in their competence.

                   Also,  Examination Malpractice causes injustice and unfairness on the intelligent students. This happens after the examination, when the results are out, you'll see unintelligent ones that cheated in the exam, scoring higher than the intelligent ones who did not cheat. This act of injustice and unfairness sends an ugly and bad signals to the students by making them to nurse the idea that indulging in an examination malpractice will make them score high marks. 

                  Furthermore, Examination Malpractice causes lack of confidence and courage amongst the intelligent students. When these intelligent ones see their lazy and opportunistic colleagues coming out in flying colours at their expense, when they have rarely studied hard and have not cheated,  it demoralizes them. 

                   Lastly,  Examination Malpractice is a monster that has eaten deep into our educational system. It is having a devastating effect on our Society as a whole. It has made our students and pupils in both primary and secondary schools to be lazy and unwilling to study. So, why do you engage yourself in an act that is not profitable to you and your society?  I urge you today to quit and stop the negative act of examination malpractice because,  you are cheating yourself and the Society. 

                   With these points of mine,  I hope that I have been able to convince you with my well-articulated points that Examination Malpractice should be abolished in our Society. Thank you. 

ASSIGNMENT 

Follow the guidelines given in this note and write either for or against the motion "Examination Malpractice should be abolished in our Society ". Think of three good points to give on which ever side you want to argue on. Remember to end with "Thank you". 

