
WEEK  7  LESSON 

SUBJECT : English Language 

TOPIC : Oracy Skills - (i) Words of two syllables stressed on the second syllable. (ii) words of three syllables stressed on first, second or third syllables. (iii)  words of four syllables stressed on first, second or third syllables. 

CLASS : SS 1 

Meaning of syllables and stress.  

               Stress can be defined as the extra force of breath used in pronouncing a syllable in a given word. It also refers to the pitch of voice used in pronouncing a syllable. When we say a word, some part of it is heard to be louder than the other part, that same part is said with greater energy than the other part. It is this force that makes that part of the word sound louder. For instance, when you say "table " - /teibl/, the first part of the word is said with greater force than the second part. Similarly, when you say "about", the second part is said with greater force and it's heard to be louder. This force which makes that part of the word sound louder is what we call stress. 

               While a syllable can be defined as the smallest pronounceable unit of a word. It refers to any of the unit in which the word is divided containing a vowel or a vowel and one or more consonants.    CLASSIFICATION OF SYLLABLES.                                                                                                                    Syllables are classified into three namely :                                                                                                        1.    Monosyllabic.                                                                                                                                                   2.    Disyllabic.                                                                                                                                                          3.    Polysyllabic 

MONOSYLLABIC - These are words that contains only one syllable that is words that can be said with one breathe or pulse.  Example man,  boy,  son, book, chalk, teach etc. 

DISYLLABIC - These are words that contains two syllables example  mountain,  teacher, boxer, purchase, market, product etc. 

POLYSYLLABIC - These are words that contains more than one syllable example idiotic, national, democracy, agreement, confusion, sentence.                                                                                            NOTE - One way to understand syllable is to view it as the "beats", contained in a particular word.     For instance  :                                                                                                                                                          1.    go -------------------------------- 1 beat     (i e 1 syllable)                                                                                                                    2.    mother ------------------------- 2 beats   (i e 2 syllable)                                                                                                         3.    seg-men-tal  ----------------- 3 beats  (i e 3 syllable)                                                                                                    4.    res-pon-si-ble --------------- 4 beats  (i e 4 syllable)                                                                                                        5.    con-gre-ga-tion ------------- 5 beats  (i e 5 syllable)                                                                                               6.    or-gan-ni-za-tio-nal ------- 6 beats (i e 6 syllable)                                                                                          Again,  no matter the number of syllables contained in a word only one syllable bears the primary stress.                                                                                                                                                                    WORDS OF TWO SYLLABLES, STRESSED ON THE SECOND SYLLABLE.                                                        If the word of two syllable function as a noun, place the stress in the first syllable. But if it functions as a verb, place the stress on the second syllable.                                                                                      Examples : 

                   NOUN                                                    VERB 

          1.     PREsent                                                preSENT 

          2.     ADDress                                               addRESS 

          3.     SUBject                                                 subJECT 

          4.     OBject                                                   obJECT 

          5.     IMport                                                   imPORT 

          6.     SUSpect                                                susPECT                                                                            

Our concern here is the words of two syllables which are stressed on the second syllable. 

Examples  :  Placing stress on the second syllable. 

 1.  enJOY                                          6.   emPLOY                                           11.   aBUSE 2.   imPOUND                                   7.   inVITE                                           12.   rePORT 3.  3. enGOLF                                    8.   welCOME                                       13.   reCORD   4. inFORM                                   9.   exCITE                                              14.   reFUSE  
  5. inCITE                                    10.  conCERN                                          15.   reBEL  
WORDS OF THREE SYLLABLES, STRESSED ON FIRST, SECOND OR THIRD SYLLABLE.                           

In three syllable words that ends in "ate" or "y" as in Calculate or Occupy, put the main stress on the first syllable starting from the left or on the third syllable starting from the right to left.  

For example  :  stress on the first syllable 

          1.   INdicate                                            6.   VErify 
          2.   CONstipate                                      7.   SAtisfy 
          3.   FORmulate                                       8.   THEory
          4.   MEditate                                           9.   HOliday  

          5.   TErify                                                10.   DEStiny                                                                                 

In three syllabic words that end in "ic", "tion", "sion", "ial", "ment", "ph", put the main stress on the second syllable from "right" to "left"  

Examples  : 

          1.   draMAtic                                           6.   proTECtion 
          2.   straTEgic                                          7.   enJOYment 
          3.   graMMArian                                     8.   inVOLVEment  

          4.   coMEdian                                         9.   coLOnial
          5.   proVIsion                                         10.   phoTOgraph.                                                                      

Three syllabic words that are stressed on the third syllable starting from left to right.                   Examples : 

          1.    guaranTEE                                       6.    underSTAND

          2.     introDUCE                                       7.    corresPOND 

          3.     refuGEE                                           8.    misinFORM 

          4.     decomPOSE                                   9.    disbeLIEF

          5.     magaZINE                                     10.    reproDUCE 

 WORDS OF FOUR SYLLABLES, STRESSED ON FIRST,  SECOND OR THIRD SYLLABLES.                     Stress on the first syllable.                                                                                                                        Examples :       

          1.    DEmarcated                                     6.    CALculator 
          2.    DEdicated                                         7.    Operator

          3.    SAturated                                         8.    CElebrated

          4.    SEGregated                                      9.    CEremony 

          5.    DEmonstrator                                10.    FORtunately  

Stress on the second syllable from left to right                                                                                      Examples : 

          1.    meCHAnical                                     6. fiNAlity 

          2.    comMUnicate                                  7. hisTOrical 

          3.    capTIvity                                           8. iDENtity 

          4.    cerTIficate                                        9. f, aNAtical 

          5.    reCIprocal                                       10. amBASsador                                                                        Stress on the third syllable from left to right                                                                                        Examples : 

          1.    eduCAtion                                         6.    locoMOtive

          2.    demoCRAtic                                     7.    humaNIStic 

          3.    legisLAtion                                       8.    compreHENsion

          4.    agriCULture                                      9.    photoGRAphic 

          5.    constiPAtion                                   10.    poliTIcian  

MAKING SENTENCES WITH TWO, THREE AND FOUR SYLLABIC WORDS.                                                      1.   We en'joy listening to our teacher.                                                                                                                   2.   I will in'vite all my classmates.                                                                                                                       3.   It is not good to in'cite people against others.                                                                                           4.  The photo'graph looks nice.                                                                                                                           5.   There is a refu'gee camp in the country.                                                                                                     6.   The performance of the musician and co'median created a lot of excitement.                                     7.   Dr. Okeke is the Nigerian am'bassador in the United States of America.                                                8.   She studied agri'culture.                                                                                                                                 9.   Legis'lation is a group of laws binding the country.                                                                                 10.   His lack of edu'cation prevented him from getting a job. 

ASSIGNMENT.                                                                                                                                                       (a)  Write the number of syllables in these words.                                                                                          (b)  Put the correct stress pattern where necessary.                                                                                       1.  Mathematics                                                                                                                                                         2.  English                                                                                                                                                                 3.  Corruption                                                                                                                                                           4.  Tension                                                                                                                                                              5.  Democratic  


